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The Moon in the Age of Photography 1859-1969

The photos of the moon landing on July 20, 1969 
mark an important point in the history of the picture 
and have radically expanded the limits of human 
imagination. This exhibition takes place on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the moon landing 
of Apollo 11. A wide range of photographs from 
NASA’s Apollo Program 1961 -1972, published in Austria 
via the U.S. Information Service (USIS), highlight 
the culmination of technological development and 
international cooperation in space. (19-39)

Photographs by the Austro-Hungarian astronomer 
Ladislaus Weinek from the 1880s illustrate the efforts 
of the 19th century to accurately depict the lunar 
surface. (3-6) The attraction between astronomy and 
photography is natural, since both are concerned with 
the reflectance or absorption of light upon surfaces. 
Around 1900 even simple studio photographers tried 
to profit from the fascination for the moon. (13-15) 
Photomontage postcards convey bizarre fantasies 
about life on the moon. (12/16/17)



details and prices on request:  info@milaneum.com



1/2  Warren De La Rue (1815-1889)
Moon, GB. ca. 1858
Stereoscopic photograph
Albumine print

Warren De La Rue was among the 
earliest astronomer-photographers and 
worked at Kew Observatory. De La Rue 
took the photos at different geographi-
cal locations and different times of year. 
Stereophotography gives an illusion of 
depth.
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3/4  Ladislaus Weinek
Mondkrater 
(Archimedes)
Lick Observatory  
Albumine print
ca. 1888
ca. 25 x 21,5 cm
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WEINEK, Ladislaus (*1848 in Ofen, †1913 in Prag)

Weinek was educated in Vienna, and worked at the pho-
tography laboratories in Schwerin. In 1874 he joined a 
German expedition to the Kerguelen Islands to observe 
a transit of Venus across the face of the Sun. His results 
from the expedition were published in Nova Acta Leo-
poldina. In 1883 he became a professor in Prague and di-
rector of the Klementinum observatory. In 1884 he began 
to draw lunar topographic features, with a preparation 
time of up to 225 hours per drawing, partly based on his 
analysis of photographs of the Moon taken at the Lick 
Observatory, the Columbia College Observatory, and the 
Paris Observatory.

5/6  Übersicht der von Weinek in Prag 1884-1891 nach der 
Natur gezeichneten Mondkrater und Mondlandschaften

Heliogravure

from: 
III. Astronomische Beobachtungen an der k.k. Sternwar-
te zu Prag in den Jahren 1888, 1889, 1890 und 1891, nebst 
Zeichnungen und Studien des Mondes. 
K.k. Hofbuchdruckerei A. Haas - Selbstverlag, Prague, 
1893, ca. 30x24 cm, 90 pp., 9 plates 
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7  Johann Palisa, 1848-1925 
Max Wolf 1863-1932
Photographische Sternkarte
Blatt 20, 1902
gelatin silver print
36.2 x 25.4 cm from: Astronomische Nachrichten 1908, volume 178, Issue 8, p.151

Palisa-Wolf star atlas

This is the first photographic star atlas (produced between 1900 - 1916). The 
210 leaves represent the entire starry sky visible in Europe. It was edited 
by the Viennese astronomer Johann Palisa and Max Wolf to facilitate the 
discovery and tracking of new asteroids. Palisa had already discovered about 
100 of these minor planets by visual observation at the Great Refractor of the 
University Observatory in Vienna, while Wolf was the first researcher to start 
using astrophotography for this purpose at the new Heidelberg-Königstuhl 
Observatory. 
Palisa’s aim was not just to facilitate the discovery of the many anticipated 
minor planets, but also to be able to rediscover “lost” asteroids and thereby 
pinpoint their orbits. For a few decades, the star atlas became an important 
tool for the planetoid researchers.

The “photo pioneer” Wolf surpassed Palisa in the number of discovered 
asteroids (123 or over 200) in following decade, because these small bodies 
on the sky photographs quickly revealed themselves by a short trace of line, 
while Palisa found them through the telescope by comparison with the star 
map.
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8  Carlo Naya 
(Italian, 1816–1882) 
Night View of San Marco
Albumen silver print
ca. 1875, 26 x 18 cm

Naya operated a commercial photography studio in Venice specializing in 
Romantic moonlit views of architectural landmarks. Because emulsions were 
not sensitive enough to record images at night, he made photographs during 
the day, then created the illusion of moonlight through a variety of darkroom 
tricks. In this day-for-night image, the sun masquerades as a gently glowing 
moon and hand-painted highlights glitter on the water and cathedral domes. 9  Anonymous  

Eclipse
gelatin silver print
8.13.1937
23,5 x 18 cm
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10  Anonymous  
Eclipse, Jerusalem
7 gelatin silver prints
31.10.1929
ca. 9 x 9 cm
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13  Paul Fink Berlin
Moon Photomontage 
gelatin silver print
postcard, 8,5 x 14 cm

11  PML
Comete seen from Alger
Mai 1910
gelatin silver print
postcard, 8,5 x 14 cm

12  Schubert 
Studio-moon
Munsterlager ca.1907
gelatin silver print
postcard, 8,5 x 14 cm
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15  D.P.  
New-Moon
France, ca. 1910
gelatin silver prints
postcards, 8,5 x 14 cm

14 a/b  Anonymous
Studio-moon
ca.1910
gelatin silver prints
postcards, ca. 8,5 x 14 cm
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18  Gaudenzio Marconi
(Italien, 1841-1885) 
Nude with Sphere    
albumen print, ca.1875
ca. 26 x 19,5 cm

17  Neue Photographische 
Gesellschaft m.b.H. (NPG)
Moon Photomontage
Schöneberg ca.1910
gelatin silver print
postcard, 8,5 x 14 cm

16  Anonymous
Moon Photomontage
New York ca.1910
gelatin silver print
postcard, 8,5 x 14 cm
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APOLLO 
MISSIONS
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19  Nasa. Apollo 11. 
Saturn V rocket, July 16 1969
This photograph is part of a 
sequence of three iconic images 
realized through the affixing of 
a camera to the top of the tower 
firing of the rocket by renowned 
photographer Ralph Morse. 

vintage chromogenic print
watermark: A  KODAK Paper 
NASA stamp, 25 x 20,5 cm 

Apollo 1-17
Project Apollo's goals went beyond landing Americans 
on the moon and returning them safely to Earth. They 
included:

Establishing the technology to meet other national 
interests in space.

Achieving preeminence in space for the U.S.

Carrying out a program of scientific exploration of the 
Moon.

Developing human capability to work in the lunar 
environment.

Apollo 11
On July 20, 1969, the Apollo 11 crew successfully 
completed the national goal set by President John F. 
Kennedy eight years prior: to perform a crewed lunar 
landing and return to Earth.
Crew: Neil Armstrong, Edwin E. Aldrin Jr., Michael 
Collins
Launch: July 16, 1969; 9:32 a.m. EST
Landing: July 24, 1969; 12:50 p.m. EST

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/
missions/index.html

22-39  NASA, Apollo Missions
1961 - 1972, vintage gelatin silver prints
ca. 26 x 20,5 cm
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20  Neil Armstrong 
Buzz Aldrin on the Moon 
Apollo 11, 20 July  1969

The „MUST HAVE“ photographs 
of the Space Conquest and one 
of the most iconic photographs 
of the twentieth century. Due to 
the reflection this photograph 
is the only one that shows even 
the first two men who walked on 
an alien soil.

vintage chromogenic print
watermark: A  KODAK PAPER 
NASA stamp, 25 x 20,5 cm 

21  Neil Armstrong 
Moon walk of Buzz Aldrin 
Apollo 11, 20 July  1969

vintage chromogenic print
watermark: A  KODAK PAPER 
NASA stamp, 25 x 20,5 cm 
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40 a/b  Apollo 18 
Celebration of the Apollo Soyuz Test 
Project (ASTP) which was the first 
US-Soviet space cooperation. Com-
mander Alexei Leonov (first spacewalk) 
and flight engineer Waleri Kubassow.
1975

vintage chromogenic print, 25 x 36 cm 

vintage gelatin silver print, 27 x 39,5 cm
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41 a/b  Anonymous
gelatin silver prints
1965 , 21 x 21 cm
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